
this newsletter need to look like, 

as well as determine what content 

goes into it.  I ask for your feed-

back and patience and we go 

through this transition together. 

Faithful and True! 

 

Greetings from Fort Riley, Kan-

sas, home of the Big Red One! 

My name is Kevin West, and I 

have recently taken over the news-

letter from Cal Anderson follow-

ing his many years of faithful 

service.  Everyone in this organiza-

tion owes Cal a debt of gratitude 

for helping the association to 

grow and change with the times.  

Calôs work with the newsletter has 

been superb and I can already see 

that following in his footsteps will 

be a challenge. 

We have had a significant change 

in the leadership of the Society of 

the First Infantry Division.  CSM 

(Ret) Darrell ñBuddyò Wallace 

was selected to serve as the new 

Executive Director following Ed 

Burkeôs passing.  Buddy is a great 

addition to the team and knows 

the Division well having deployed 

with the Combat Aviation Bri-

gade and having served as the 

Command Sergeant Major for the 

DivisionðRear during its most 

recent deployment.   

Buddy will bring new energy and 

ideas to the Society and I look 

forward to seeing where he leads 

us in the future. 

People are not the only thing that 

is changing.  Iôm working with 

new software and will have to 

figure out what future versions of 

Changes 

Big Red One Reunion in Buffalo  

The Society of the First Division 

will hold its upcoming reunion in 

Buffalo, New York from August 

17th to 21st at the Adamôs Mark 

Buffalo-Niagra Hotel.  Over 1,175 

Big Red One Veterans and their 

guests attended the 92nd Annual 

Reunion in San Antonio, Texas. 

The Society has also announced 

the dates and locations for the 

2012 and 2013 reunions. 

The 2012 reunion will be held 1-5 

August in Memphis, Tennessee, 

and the 2013 reunion will take 

place in Jacksonville, Florida from 

31 July to 4 August.  Please mark 

these dates on you calendar and 

plan on attending. 

Additional information about 

these events may be found on the 

Societyôs web site at :   

 www.1stid.org/events/

reunion.cfm 
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Soldiers from 1-7 FA conduct a 

mission with their Iraqi counterparts 

in May 2011. 

Family members of 1-5 FA experience 

a ñmock deploymentò in April 2011. 



The 1st Infantry Division and the 

Field Artillery Community mourn 

the loss of six Soldiers who died as a 

result of an indirect fire attack on 

the battalionôs base.   

ñWe are deeply saddened by the loss 

of these young heroes and our 

thoughts and prayers go out to their 

families,ò said LTC Andrew Gainey, 

the 1-7 FA battalion commander.  

ñThey were all outstanding Soldiers, 

outstanding people, and most im-

portantly, our good friends.ò 

The fallen Soldiers are: 

SPC Emilio J. Campo Jr., 20 of 

Madelia, Minnesota; 

SPC Michael B. Cook Jr., 27 of 

Middletown, Ohio; 

SPC Christopher B. Fishbeck, 24 of 

Victorville, California; 

SPC Robert P. Hartwick, 20, of 

Rockbridge, Ohio; 

SPC Marcos A. Cintron, 32, of 

Orlando, Florida; and 

PFC Michael C. Olivieri, 26, of 

Chicago, Illinois. 

1-7 FA Loses Six Soldiers  

1st Battalion, 5th Field Artillery Regiment  

Division as an Advise and Assist 

Battalion and will deploy to Iraq 

in Spring ô11.  Our battalion Staff 

immediately joined the ñBlackjack 

Brigadeò for its rotation at JRTC 

in mid January in order to recer-

tify on Command and Control 

deployment tasks. At the end of 

January, the staff completed its 

training at Ft. Polk and returned 

to Ft. Riley.  The firing batteries 

remained at Fort Riley to train on 

all deployment-related individual 

Soldier tasks. 

During February the battalion 

planned, prepared, and executed 

remaining individual Soldier tasks 

and initial collective tasks to 

sharpen its warrior edge.  This 

training included: Army manda-

tory training; warrior tasks battle 

drills; leader certification; and 

individual and crew-served weap-

ons ranges.   We will complete the 

majority of all deployment training 

by mid April. 

The ñDestroyersò will continue to 

make any mission their owné No 

mission to difficult, No sacrifice 

too greaté Duty First! 

1-5 FA forever and always re-

mainé 

 ñFaithful and Trueò 

LTC Keith A. Casey 

CSM Gabriel A. Espinosa 

 

Editorôs note: 1-5 FA has since 

deployed to Iraq. 

The 1st Battalion, 5th Field Artil-

lery, ñHamiltonôs Own,ò com-

pleted a rigorous schedule of de-

ployment training during the last 

six months focused on Full Spec-

trum Operations. Both A and D 

Batteries completed the essential 

tasks required to recertify their 

platoons in its delivery of fires 

mission, culminating with Paladin 

Table XII.  Headquarters Battery 

conducted recertification of all 

13F observer tables in support of 

Brigadeôs deploying battalions.  

Certification started in early No-

vember with all Batteries certified 

by mid-December. 

We received deployment orders 

upon return from winter block 

leave.  ñHamiltonôs Ownò will 

support Second Heavy Brigade 

Combat Team from First Cavalry 

ñGunners will 

always fight 

together, drink 

together, laugh 

together, and 

mourn togetherò - 

unknown 
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Unit colors march onto the parade field at Victory Park (left) and MG William C. Mayville Jr. and CSM Jim Cham-

pagne (right) lay a wreath during the 2011 Victory Park rededication on 20 June, 2011.  Photos courtesy of U.S. Army. 
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The Centaur battalion deployed 

to Afghanistan at the end of De-

cember and conducted transition 

of authority with TF Red Knight 

at FOB Salerno on 25 January. 

  The task force has over 500 Sol-

diers at nine locations spread 

across four provinces.  We are 

currently providing fires in both 

TF Duke and TF White Eagle's 

AOs, securing and managing FOB 

Salerno, and conducting maneu-

ver operations in Khost Province. 

Over the next week I will present 

nearly 40 combat action badges to 

Soldiers who have been in contact 

since TOA.  The Soldiers of TF 

Centaur are doing a fantastic job 

here on the sharp end of Amer-

ica's spear.  They are as always, 

Swift and Bold.  Duty First! 

LTC James Vizzarad 

Editorôs note: this article was writ-

ten in March and the battalion 

has continued to see significant 

action. 

formed as representatives not only 

of our battalion, but of the Army 

as a whole. Junior Soldiers are 

working side-by-side with their 

Iraqi counterparts while our 

young leaders are performing as 

seasoned diplomats. It is through 

their efforts that we will leave Iraq 

as a stable and secure nation at 

the end of the year. 

The batteries have taken to their 

Family, friends and fellow Dagger 

Brigade Soldiers: we hope that you 

are enjoying winterós end and 

springós beginning. 

We in the ñLightningò battalion 

have been hard at work in eastern 

Baghdad through our continued 

partnership with the 1st Federal 

Police Division. Among the most 

amazing aspects of our mission so 

far is how our Soldiers have per-

respective tasks with a fervent 

dedication to completing the mis-

sion worthy of those who have 

served before us in Baghdad. 

Command Sergeant Major Bauer 

and I take great pride in reporting 

to you that our Soldiers have met 

and exceeded the already high 

standards of the battalion, elevat-

ing their performance in spite of 

the rigors of deployment.              

Continued on next page. 

1st Battalion, 6th Field Artillery Regiment  

1st Battalion, 7th Field Artillery Regiment  

ñArtillerymen 

believe the world 

consist of two types 

of people; other 

Artillerymen and 

targets.ò - unknown 
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U.S. Army field artilleryman Sgt. Charles Rubich, 

serving with Battery B, 1st Battalion, 6th Regiment, 

3rd Brigade, 1st Infantry Division, Task Force 

Duke, cools off with water from a well in Katalai 

village, Khowst province, Afghanistan, June 15, 

2011. (Photo by U.S. Army) 

U.S. army Sgt. Jimmie Gump, an artilleryman with Battery A, 

1st Battalion, 6th Field Artillery Regiment, 1st Infantry Divi-

sion Task Force Duke calls for the gunner to fire during op-

erations in Afghanistan in May 2011. 


